
For the second year, the United Way of Greater Lorain County provided high school students the 

opportunity to become involved in decision making, fund raising, philathropy and volunteering.   Eleven

students representing six schools participated in the United Way Youth Leaders Council from November

2007 through May 2008.

The purpose of the program is to develop an awareness of community needs among the youth in Lorain

County and to foster the spirit of community service. The Youth Initiative program’s mission is to:

•     Help the youth of our community become aware of their responsibilities and capabilities to 
help others;

•     Aquaint youth with the many services available to their families, friends and themselves, as well
as identifying priority community needs from their youthful perspective;

•     Provide opportunities for leadership and citizenship skill development in their community;

•     Encourage youth to contribute resources to their community;

•     Foster long-term commitment to our community through United Way contributions.
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2007 Youth Leaders CouncilFund Distribution Volunteers

The United Way fund distribution volunteers know “what matters”!  Over 20 trained volunteers throughout Lorain County provided 
oversight to the distribution of United Way funds to local nonprofit organizations whose programs effectively impact the quality of life 
in our community.

Our volunteers collectively gave 216 hours to ensure donor contributions were invested in the most efficient and effective programs.
Volunteers reviewed applying programs to be certain that the program was accountable to donors and have measurable results; it is 
responsive to community needs and direct funding to where our 2005 Impact Report identified the greatest needs; and that the 
applying program follows a strategy and funding process that is easily understood by contributors, agencies, volunteers and our 
community.

A gift to United Way is truly a valuable investment and it affords us the opportunity to influence the condition of all in our community.
I applaud you for your contribution and I would like to thank all of the volunteers, agency staff and board members whose efforts insure
that we improve lives in Lorain County.

David M. Janowicz
Fund Distribution Chairperson

David M. Janowicz
Vice President
FirstMerit Bank

Impact Areas That Meet Community Needs

STRENGTHENING FAMILIES

Why It is Important:
To enchance the quality of family life and to strengthen families as well as 
individuals.  This impact offers a range of programs that support familes as 
nurturers, caretakers and instructors.  These program components empower 
family/family members to function to the highest degree possible.

NURTURING CHILDREN AND YOUTH

Why It is Important:
To ensure that every child be provided a healthy, safe, nurturing, learning 
environment.  To provide assistance in developing assets and protective factors 
that are proven to reduce those risk factors in their environment.

CARING FOR BASIC NEEDS

People in Crisis - Why it is Important:
To ensure that all people living in the Greater Lorain County community can meet
their basic needs for safety, adequate food, daily subsistence, access to safe and 
affordable shelter, crisis intervention and other situations requiring emergency 
assistance.

Greatest Needs - Why it is Important:
To ensure that those most in need of assistance in maintaining physical and mental
well being and accessing those resources which are critical for sustaining 
subsistence, independence, self-sufficiency and quality of life standards.
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Thank you to the American Red Cross Lorain County Chapter, Big  Brothers Big Sisters of Lorain County

and Oberlin Early Childhood Center who gave our youth the opportunity to help others by participating in

a volunteer service Day of Caring project.

Thank you to Wilson Adams, Macy’s Systems and Technology Lorain; Linda Ashar, Wickens, Herzer,

Panza, Cook & Batista; Marcia Ballinger, Lorain County Community College; Rick Ickes, Smith Barney;

Sherman Jones, Elyria Utilities Department; Cheryl McKenna, The Community Foundation of Lorain

County; Mary Miles, Lorain National Bank; Ed Oley, Communty Health Partners; Ed Skimin, Emerge,

Inc.; Mark Sutter, Elyria City Schools and Cynthia Tomasch, PolyOne Corporation who gave our youth the

opportunity to learn about philanthropy and volunteerism through a day of “shadowing” at their place of

employment.

Special thanks to Lorain County JVS, Avon Lake, Brookside, Clearview, Elyria, North Ridgeville and 

Oberlin High Schools for allowing these students to participate in this program. Special thanks and 

appreciation to Larry Tracey, founder of Youth4Youth, for spearheading this program.

Pictured left to right -

Front row: KaylaJoy Schuppe, Chanelle Williams, Isoke Miller and 
Savannah Klingshirn.

Back row: Larry Tracey, Madeline Shanko, Lauren Surface, Katie Mizen and
Maya Wyman.

Not pictured:   Sara Cheah, Jamie Hunt, Alex McKenna.


